Return of the poet
Return of the poet is a tribute to Armenian poet Serob Levonjan. But it’s also a document on Armenian country, its people and their culture. In this lyrical film the director Harutjun Hačaturjan attempts to recreate the deceased poet and his work. First he has him carved out of stone and than he lends his eyes and ears to a man who used to express himself only through words. And the words are still left to the poet. There is no dialogue in this film – the only time people are speaking is when they are singing Levonjan’s songs. Hačaturjan tries to do what the poet did by words through his own media – to create a feeling of what Armenia is. After he procreates the poet he puts him on the top of a truck and takes him on a strange journey through his homeland. We see images and hear sounds from everyday life: magical scenery, still-lives of common objects and people working, singing or just going through their daily deeds. The settings are unfriendly and rugged as are the people of Armenia – poor, unpolished and moving through life at a slow pace. According to that the camera too follows them slowly and happening speeds up only at times when Armenians engage in rituals and parties. Just to show that they also have a more dramatic side to them (which corresponds to the opening scene where after a series of still-lives we see a blast). Through mystical, sacred images and haunting sounds accompanying them Hačaturjan creates a vivid, emotional painting of present-day Armenia. 
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